

Bylaws of the
West Virginia FFA Alumni Association

ARTICLE I – Name

The name of this organization shall be the West Virginia FFA Alumni Association, herein referred to as the Association.

ARTICLE II – Object and Purposes

The purpose of the Association shall be:
1. To support and promote the FFA organization, FFA activities, and agricultural education on the local, state, and national levels;

2. To provide support to FFA members and students of agricultural education throughout West Virginia; 

3. To assist FFA and agricultural education personnel to involve former members in worthy activities;

4. To promote greater knowledge of the agricultural industry and support education in agriculture;

5. To cooperate with the West Virginia FFA Association, local FFA Alumni Affiliates, and the National FFA Alumni Association for the betterment of FFA and agricultural education throughout West Virginia.

ARTICLE III – Organizational Structure

Section 1 – The Association shall consist of those members of chartered local affiliates organized on a school, chapter, county, regional, or other basis, and Association members-at-large.  
Section 2 – A group may be eligible to become a chartered loc al affiliate when (1) it has at least ten members who have paid state and national dues; (2) it has adopted bylaws that have been approved by the West Virginia FFA Alumni Council; and (3) it has a designated President.

Section 3 – When a local group becomes eligible to affiliate, it may apply to the Association to be chartered as a local affiliate of the Association.  
ARTICLE IV – Membership

Section 1 – Membership in the Association shall be open to supporters of FFA at the local, state, or national levels.  

Section 2 – Membership in the Association shall be in two types, annual and lifetime.
Section 3 – Members of the Association shall pay state and national dues annually, or shall become life members of the Association and the National FFA Alumni Association.  The membership year shall be September 1 to August 31.  
Section 4 – The members of the Association shall have the power to elect the elected members of the Council and to amend these bylaws.  

Section 5 – The annual dues and dues for lifetime membership shall be set by the Council.  

ARTICLE V – Council
Section 1 – The business and affairs of the Association shall be under the management of an executive body designated the West Virginia FFA Alumni Council, herein referred to as the Council.  

Section 2 – The Council shall consist of seven (7) members elected by the membership at the annual meeting for a term of three years or until their successors are elected, and the ex officio members delineated in Section 3 of this Article.  None of the seven elected members of the Council may be active teachers of agricultural education or active FFA advisors.  
Section 3 - The following persons shall be ex officio members of the Council:  a representative of the WV FFA State Officer team chosen by the officers; a representative of the West Virginia Agricultural Educators Association chosen by the group from among its members; the President of the West Virginia FFA Foundation or his/her designee; the State FFA Advisor or his/her designee; and a teacher educator in agricultural education chosen by such teacher educators in West Virginia from among their members.  Ex officio members of the Council shall count towards the quorum at Council meetings and shall have all the rights of the elected members except the right to hold office.  
Section 4 – Any vacancy among the elected members of the Council shall be filled by the Council for the remainder of the unexpired term.  

Section 5 – The Council shall hold quarterly meetings at such place and time as the President may designate.  All Council members shall be notified in writing of the place and time of such meeting not less than thirty days prior to the meeting.  
Section 6 – Special meetings of the Council may be called by the President or by any three members of the Council.  Upon presentation of a request for a special meeting signed by three members of the Council, the President shall call a special meeting to occur not more than thirty days from the date the request is received.  All members of the Council shall be notified in writing of the place and time of a special meeting not less than ten days prior to the meeting.  
Section 7 – The quorum for any meeting of the Council shall be seven (7) members.  
ARTICLE VI – Officers 
Section 1 – The officers of the Association and the Council shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  At the first meeting of the Council following the annual meeting of the Association, these officers shall be elected by the Council from among its elected members for a term of one year or until their successors are elected.     
Section 2 – Vacancies in any office shall be filled by the Council for the remainder of the unexpired term.  

ARTICLE VII – Meetings

Section 1 – There shall be an annual meeting of the Association held each year at such time and place as the Council may designate.  The time and place for the annual meeting shall be determined and publicized not less than forty-five days prior to the annual meeting.  
Section 2 – Special meetings may be called by the President, or upon the request of three members of the Council.  Upon presentation of such request to the President, the President shall call a special meeting to occur not more than forty-five days after the receipt of the request.  The time and place of any special meeting shall be publicized not less than twenty days prior to the date of the special meeting.
Section 3 – The quorum for any meeting of the Association shall be those members who attend.  

Section 4 – The President of the Council shall preside at all meetings of the Association unless the Association shall determine otherwise.  The Secretary of the Council shall act as secretary at all meetings of the Association unless the Association shall determine otherwise.  
Section 5 – Only members of the Association whose state and national dues are current at the time of a meeting of the Association shall have the right to participate in the meeting.  
ARTICLE VIII – Parliamentary Authority
The procedures set forth in the most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern all meetings of the Association, the Council, and all local affiliates in all instances in which they are not incompatible with these bylaws or any special rules of order adopted by the Association, the Council, or a local affiliate.  
ARTICLE IX – Dissolution

Upon dissolution of the Association, all assets of the Association shall become the property of the West Virginia FFA Association.  
ARTICLE X – Amendment 

 Section 1 – Any local affiliate or member-at-large may propose amendments to these bylaws by submitting the proposed amendment in writing to the secretary of the Council not less than ninety days prior to the start of the annual meeting.  
Section 2 – Proposed amendments shall be presented to the Council for approval not less than sixty days prior to the annual meeting.  Any amendment rejected by the council shall not be presented for further consideration.  Any amendment approved by a majority vote of the Council shall be publicized not less than forty-five days prior to the start of the annual meeting.
Section 3 – Any proposed amendment approved by the Council and properly publicized as described in Section 2 of this Article shall be presented to the membership at the annual meeting.  Proposed amendments that receive a two-thirds vote shall be adopted and shall become effective thirty days after adjournment of the annual meeting.  
