CONSERVATION AWARD PROGRAM

FOR WEST VIRGINIA FFA CHAPTERS

(Revised – January, 2007)

PURPOSE

The purpose of this conservation award program is to acknowledge the work FFA chapters in West Virginia are doing in conservation.  The aim of the program is to encourage a greater interest and understanding by all FFA members of the need for conserving our natural resources.

The Conservation Award Program is a cooperative program between local FFA chapters, The West Virginia Conservation Agency, West Virginia Association of Conservation Districts, Natural Resource Conservation Service, the West Virginia Department of Agriculture, and the West Virginia Department of Education.

Through participation in the program, the chapter members will be able to observe and become familiar with the activities of their local conservation district.  The program will help acquaint the members with the work of groups and government agencies assisting conservation districts with local conservation issues.

It also provides an opportunity for the conservation district supervisors to know the FFA and their program of activities.

RESPONSIBILITIES

The Conservation Award Program will be coordinated on two levels throughout the state.

Conservation District Level:  The responsibility for acquainting local FFA chapters with the program and encouraging them to participate is a function of the district committee.  District supervisors are available to assist chapters in completing their applications.  

The district committee will serve as judges and select winners within the soil conservation district.  This committee will be composed of the chairman of the local Conservation District or his designated representative; a District Conservationist of the Natural Resource Conservation Service and a representative of the West Virginia Conservation Agency.

State Level:  The responsibility for providing guidance and supervision of the overall program will be a function of a state committee.  The state committee will obtain judges to select FFA winners.

The state committee will be composed of the State Conservationist; the president of the West Virginia Association of Conservation Districts; the state supervisor of agricultural education; and the director of the West Virginia State Conservation Agency, or their designated representatives.

RULES

1. Each chapter will compete in the conservation district in which their school is located.

2. The program period is January 1 to December 31.  [Chapters will send completed report and documentation (pictures with captions) to the conservation district office no later than February 15.] 

3. The first and second place application in the conservation districts will be considered in the judging for the state winners.

4. Timetable for Awards:

a. The conservation district will select winners by March 15, and results along with applications from all chapters entered will be postmarked by April 1 to the State FFA Office.

b. Conservation district winners and state winners will be announced at the State FFA Convention.  State winners will be notified by May 1 to facilitate preparation of exhibits for state convention. 

***AWARDS*** (
Winning chapters will receive awards as follows:

CONSERVATION DISTRICT AWARDS:

· First place chapter in each conservation district will receive a plaque provided by the WV Conservation Awards and Recognition Council.  

· Cash awards may be provided by districts to winning entries.  

· Attempts will be made to recognize district winners at the appropriate local FFA banquets.

STATE AWARDS:  

· First place chapter will receive $300 and plaque.

· Second place chapter will receive $150 and plaque.

· Up to three additional chapters may be selected for honorable mention awards ($50 and plaque).

SUGGESTED PLAN FOR ORGANIZING AND CONDUCTING THE CONSERVATION AWARD PROGRAM

Organization:

Appoint a committee with an active chairman.

Plan of Action:
Plan a program of activities using the report form as a guide.

Records:
Keep a cumulative record in the number column on your “Evaluation of Conservation Accomplishments” score sheet.

Publicity:
Use available media, such as:  newspaper stories, magazine articles, stories in the FFA News and your local high school newspaper, radio and TV programs.

Exhibits:
Use all space available.  Good locations include:  banks, showrooms of private enterprises, store windows, school buildings, and at local, county and state meetings.

Conservation 

District Activities:
Contact your Conservation District Supervisor and offer chapter assistance in CD activities. 

FFA Meeting

Activities:
Invite a conservation worker as a speaker.  Schedule FFA members for conservation activity reports.  Arrange for FFA members to give demonstrations.  Present a program at the school on or near Arbor Day.  Show films dealing with conservation.

!!! REMEMBER !!!

Don’t wait until the last minute – plan ahead.  Keep an accurate record of chapter activities and accomplishments.

· The final report is due in the local conservation district office (refer to pages 8 and 9 for the address) by February 15 (postmarked date).

EVALUATION OF CONSERVATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Score Sheet

The following is a list of conservation activities, which will be considered in evaluating and selecting winners.  Please indicate after each entry, except where noted, the points earned by your chapter during the program year.  

ACTIVITY


NUMBER

POINTS PER 

MAXIMUM
POINTS








UNIT


TOTAL
EARNED BY 











POINTS
THE 













CHAPTER

1.  Chapter display an



     educational exhibit on a 





     conservation theme at 

     fairs or public places

_____________

25 each
showing
100

______________
2.  Organized agriculture 
     class instruction on 

     conservation 

_____________

5 per hour

100

______________

3.  Individual conservation
     essay and/or talk

_____________

5 per essay

100

______________

4.  Chapter cooperate with 

     conservation district

     supervisors on tours,

     demonstrations, etc.

_____________

20 per tour/

60

______________








demonstration
5.  Members participate in

     activities to improve

     environment (clean streams,

     litter removal, earth 

     team volunteers, etc.)
_____________

20 each project

100

______________

6.  Chapter has documented

     this application with 6 to
     12 pictures*
, including

     captions


_____________

N/A


100

______________













(Assigned by Judges)

7.   Chapter submit a brief 

      description on conservation

      activities, not to exceed
      2 double – spaced,
      typewritten pages

_____________

N/A


100

______________













(Assigned by Judges)

8.   Video/DVD on 

      conservation shown

_____________

2 each


20

______________

*SUPPORTING PICTURES:  You must submit six to twelve photographs, no larger than 5 X 7, with a brief caption (50 words or less) for each.

ACTIVITY


NUMBER

POINTS PER 

MAXIMUM
POINTS








UNIT


TOTAL
EARNED BY 











POINTS
THE 













CHAPTER

9. Demonstrations on

conservation before 

public groups

______________
25 per demonstration
100

______________

10. Chapter field 

demonstrations

______________
50 each
demonstration
100

______________

11.  Class field trips on 

 conservation
            
______________
25 per trip

100

______________

12.  Chapter participation in

       land judging contests
______________
25 per contest

100

______________








     per team
13.  Chapter participation in

       homesite judging contests
______________
25 per contest

100

______________








     per team
14.  Chapter participation in 
       West Virginia Envirothon

       and related events

______________
25 per event

100

______________








     per team
15.  Program for chapter

       meeting with conservation

       theme


_____________

10 per program

20

______________

16.  Guest speaker on

       conservation for
       chapter members

_____________

10 per speaker

50

______________

17.  Chapter participate in 
       radio or TV program on 

       conservation

_____________

25 per program

50 

______________

18.  FFA chapter members

       attend conservation

       district board meeting
_____________

10 each meeting
30

______________

19.  News articles published

       on conservation

_____________

10 each


50

______________

20. Conservation district


  supervisor attend chapter


         meeting


_____________

5 each meeting 

10

______________

21. Members attend  

        conservation district 

        special event (tour, 

        demonstrations, special 
        meal functions, etc.)
_____________

5 each member

60

______________

22. Chapter participation

  in Forestry Contest
_____________

25 per team per contest 
100

______________

ACTIVITY

   NUMBER

POINTS PER          MAXIMUM      POINTS








UNIT

        TOTAL              EARNED BY 










        POINTS
           THE 












                       CHAPTER
23.  Chapter participate
       in Agronomy contest
_____________

25 per team per contest 
100

______________

24.  Chapter sponsor

       conservation tour

_____________

30 each
 tour

60

______________

25. Chapter cooperate with 

       conservation district with

       activities relative to 

       observance of  

       “Stewardship Week”
_____________

If Completed

60

_____________

26. Chapter cooperate with 

 other organizations to 

 carry out conservation 

 projects (service clubs, 

 agencies, earth team 

 program etc.)

_____________

20 each project

100

_____________

27.  Chapter wildlife

       conservation projects
_____________

20 each project

100

_____________

28.  Chapter conservation farm 

 mechanics projects

_____________

20 each project

100

_____________

29. Member conservation

        farm mechanics projects   
_____________

20 per project
 
100

______________

30.  Tree planting projects
_____________

20 per 1,000 trees
100

_____________

31.  Members present 


 conservation speech 

 
 before public group 

 
 (other than chapter 


 meetings)


_____________

25 each


100

_____________

32. Member attend junior

        conservation camp

_____________

50 per member
 
100

______________

33. Member attend state

             conservation camp

_____________

50 per member

100

_____________

34. Chapter recognize a 

   
member with a 

             conservation-related 

             proficiency award (i.e., 

             Environmental Science &

             Natural Resources, Forage

             Production, Forest 

             Management, etc.)

_____________

15 per award
 
75

_____________

ACTIVITY

       NUMBER
           POINTS PER          MAXIMUM      POINTS








           UNIT

        TOTAL             EARNED BY 










                    POINTS
          THE 












                      CHAPTER
35. Chapter sponsor activities

       
       to assist solid waste 

                    disposal efforts 


                    Identify activities:  _________________________________________

 60
______________

36.   Grassland Management Evaluation
_____________

25 per contest

100
 _____________

37.  Appalachian Grazing Conference
_____________

50 per member 

100
______________








TOTAL          3005              _________










   (possible points)
(Assigned by Judges)

CERTIFICATION

We certify that all claims and information reported in this application are true and accurate.

___________________________________

___________________________________________

                     CHAPTER PRESIDENT


         FFA CONSERVATION COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN

__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

                       CHAPTER ADVISOR




          CD SUPERVISOR

__________________________________________

___________________________________________________

                       NAME OF CHAPTER




                     DATE

Completed application with supporting pictures and documentation must be submitted to the LOCAL CONSERVATION DISTRICT OFFICE by February 15 (postmarked date) for award consideration.

LOCATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

IN WEST VIRGINIA

	CONSERVATION AREA
	CONSERVATION

DISTRICT
	ADMINSTRATIVE OFFICER – DISTRICT ADDRESS
	TELEPHONE NUMBER
	COUNTIES

	1
	Elk
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
801 State Street

Gassaway, WV  26624
	364-5105

364-5434(Fax)
	Braxton

Clay

Nicholas

Webster

	

1


	Greenbrier Valley
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
179 Northridge Drive
Lewisburg, WV  24901
	645-6173

645-4755 (Fax)
	Greenbrier

Pocahontas

Monroe

	1
	Guyan
	Attn:  Administrative Officer 

2631, 5th Street Road

Huntington, WV  25701
	528-5718

697-4164 (Fax)
	Boone

Cabell

Lincoln

Logan

Mingo

Wayne

	1
	Southern
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
463 Ragland Road

Beckley, WV  25801
	253-0261

253-0238 (Fax)


	Fayette

McDowell

Mercer

Raleigh

Summers

Wyoming

	2
	Capitol
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
418 Goff Mountain Road

Suite 102

Cross Lanes, WV  25313
	759-0736

776-5326 (Fax)
	Kanawha

	2
	Little Kanawha
	Attn:  Administrative Officer 

91 Boyles Lane

Parkersburg, WV  26104
	422-9088

422-9086 (Fax)
	Calhoun

Ritchie

Roane

Wirt

Wood

	2
	Northern Panhandle
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
1 Ballpark Drive
McMechen, WV  26040
	238-1231
242-7039 (Fax)
	Brooke

Hancock

Ohio

Marshall

	2
	Upper Ohio
	Attn:  Administrative Officer 

10 Pleasant View Lane

Sistersville, WV  26175
	758-2512

758-4303 (Fax)
	Pleasants

Tyler

Wetzel

	2
	West Fork
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
Route 2, Box 204-E

Mt. Clare, WV  26408
	627-2160

624-5976 (Fax)
	Doddridge

Gilmer

Harrison

Lewis

	2
	Western
	Attn:  Administrative Officer 

224-C First Street

Pt. Pleasant, WV  25550
	675-3054

675-3054 (Fax)
	Jackson

Mason

Putnam

	3
	Eastern Panhandle
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
151 Aikens Center, Suite 1

Martinsburg, WV  25401-6711
	263-4376

263-4986 (Fax)
	Berkeley

Jefferson

Morgan

	3
	Monongahela
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
Monongahela SCD Bldg.

201 Scott Avenue

Morgantown, WV  26508
	296-0081

285-3151 (Fax)
	Marion

Monongalia

Preston



	3
	Potomac Valley
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
500 East Main Street

Romney, WV  26757
	822-5174

822-3728 (Fax)
	Grant

Hampshire

Hardy

Mineral

Pendleton

	3
	Tygarts Valley
	Attn:  Administrative Officer
Route 4, Box 501

Philippi, WV  26416
	457-3026

457-6927 (Fax)
	Barbour

Randolph

Taylor

Tucker

Upshur


Revision Committee:  James Ash, Mark Buchanan, Keith Burdette, Dinah Hannah, Oscar Harris and Don Michael 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY
 WEST VIRGINIA ASSOCATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 
ON APRIL 17, 2007.[image: image1.png]
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