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Regardless of the business or industry, executives agree that motivated, adaptable, informed and articulate individuals are their most valuable resource.  Through agricultural education and FFA, young people are able to connect education and hard work to tomorrow’s diverse, exciting careers.
Three significant components comprise a successful agricultural education program:
(1)  RIGOROUS CURRICULUM – Agricultural Education prepares students for more than 300 careers in the science, business and technology of agriculture.  Coursework follows specific content standards and objectives receiving West Virginia Department of Education approval.  Some of the more popular secondary agricultural education courses offered in West Virginia include:
Agriscience
Agricultural Mechanics 
Animal and Veterinary Science
Animal Processing
Aquaculture
Agricultural Biotechnology
Floral Design
Forestry Science and Ecology
Greenhouse Technology
Hydroponics
Landscape Design
Outdoor Recreation
Small Animal Care
Turf Management
Wildlife Management

(2) SUPERVISED AGRICULTURAL EXPERIENCE (SAE) – Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) is a unique aspect of the agricultural education program, providing the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills gained in the classroom to real-life agricultural situations. SAE is the foundation upon which agricultural education is built. To ensure the success of this learning-by-doing experience, systematic instruction is provided on-site (thus the term “supervised”) by the local agriculture teacher.  West Virginia students annually earn from three to five million dollars from their SAE programs.
(3) FFA - FFA (formerly known as Future Farmers of America) is the youth organization for students enrolled in agricultural education courses.   FFA provides significant leadership and career development experiences for its members through activities such as: 
State FFA Convention and Leadership Conference

State Agriculture Career Development Events

Winter Leadership Conference

Ham, Bacon and Egg Show and Sale

Participation in the National FFA Convention

State Fair of West Virginia

Activities are showcased during the year through the West Virginia FFA News and the
West Virginia FFA Website (www.wvffa.org).

Additional values of agricultural education

Collaboration with academics - Agriculture teachers have developed numerous partnerships with their academic counterparts (primarily in the areas of science, math and language arts) as they strive to reinforce basic academics through agricultural education.  The major thrust has involved collaboration with the sciences.
Program Modernization - Departments continue to take advantage of competitive grant monies made possible by legislative appropriations to modernize their programs.  Grants for the 2008-2009 year included: Carver Career Center  (Veterinary Technology) - $19,695; Hampshire High School (Animal Systems Equipment) - $12,000; Lincoln County High School (Biodiesel Processor) - $20,000; Ripley High School (Educational Technology) - $19,468;  and Washington High School  (Greenhouse) - $18,000. 


West Virginia Department of Education, Bldg. 6 Room 243

1900 Kanawha Blvd. East, Charleston, WV  25305
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FFA Mission Statement


FFA is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.





At a Glance


Students served: 5000+


FFA members: 4600+


Location: 43 counties (67 facilities)


Number of FFA Chapters:  65


Number of Agriculture Teachers: 94





Agricultural Education Mission Statement


Agricultural Education prepares students for successful careers and a lifetime of informed choices in the global agriculture, food, fiber and natural resources systems.


 








