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(Items in red indicate new information for 2009!)
I.
Registration Form
The 81st State FFA Convention and Leadership Conference will be held at Cedar Lakes, July 8-11, 2009.  A reservation form is posted on the WV FFA website at http://www.wvffa.org/wvffaconventioninformation09.htm. It is essential that this form be returned to the state office as soon as possible, and no later than June 1.  

This year, we are again requesting payment of expenses in advance for students who are planning to attend the conference.  Chapters not paying in advance or at the time of registration will be assessed a twenty-five dollar ($25) late payment fee. Students at the conference full-time will pay one hundred ten dollars ($110) for meals, lodging and insurance/registration.  This also applies to advisors staying in dormitory lodging.  Late registrants (those made after June 1) will be assessed an extra fee of ten dollars ($10) per person.  

REMEMBER, all participants utilizing dorm lodging are responsible for providing their own sheets and pillow case.
ANY CHAPTER PLANNING TO ARRIVE EARLY (REQUIRING EXTRA NIGHTS LODGING) MUST CONTACT CEDAR LAKES DIRECTLY (304-372-7860) AND CONFIRM THEIR PLANS NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2009.  You will still pay WV FFA for your extra lodging ($11 per person per night) but reservations for extra lodging must be made through Cedar Lakes.

IMPORTANT - Reservations will be processed in the order received.  Late registrants (particularly those who don(t send in advance reservations) may be faced with overflow lodging alternatives at Ripley motels.  Any chapter utilizing lodging outside of Cedar Lakes is still required to pay a $25.00 registration fee for each student participating in the convention.  Meal costs will be extra for those desiring such.

Our registration procedure will be the same as last year - All persons are asked to stop at the Cedar Lakes registration office when entering the camp.  A state officer will provide you with the location of your housing so you may deposit your luggage, park your vehicle, etc., before coming to the Curriculum Technology Resource Center (CTRC or known by many as the Curriculum Lab) to register.  To facilitate this procedure, it is essential that we have accurate registration information by June 1.  If you need to make changes on your registration form (after June 1 and prior to the convention) such changes must be faxed to us on ONE DAY ONLY - by 3 p.m., July 6, at 304-372-7875.  Those who have changes and do not provide such to us on July 7 may be asked to wait until all others have registered. NOTE: Room assignments will be made in advance.  Changes in reservations should only affect decreases in numbers or name changes.  Increases or changes from male to female (or vice versa) may result in your group not being able to lodge together.  IF YOU FAIL TO NOTIFY US OF ANY CHANGES ON JULY 7, DO NOT STOP AT THE REGISTRATION OFFICE WHEN YOU ARRIVE AT CEDAR LAKES.  Instead, come directly to Convention Headquarters . . . and be prepared to wait.  Please note that your reservations should be as accurate as possible because you will be charged one night(s lodging, dinner and breakfast ($24.50) for all persons requesting reservations who do not attend.

Part-time campers (meal tickets) or other extra meal tickets (breakfast, lunch and dinner) will need to be paid for during registration at Cedar Lakes.  Requests for lodging, other than dorm, need to be made with Kelly (304-372-7874). 
IMPORTANT NOTE: All those staying in private lodging will secure their keys at the front office and pay Cedar Lakes directly for their room(s).  This applies ONLY to private & semi-private motel rooms.  All dorm lodging will be paid to WV FFA.
II.
Early Bird Registration


Chapters arriving at Cedar Lakes prior to Wednesday, July 8th may take advantage of early bird convention registration on Tuesday, July 7 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Convention Headquarters in the Curriculum Lab.

III.
Chaperones
Students’ behavior at the FFA Convention in the past has been excellent.  However, there have been isolated problems.  Most of the problems that we have experienced were because some students had attended the conference without the chapter advisor or an adult chaperone.  The same policy will be in effect at this year(s convention relative to chaperones (as presented and approved by the FFA Advisory 
Committee).  The policy states that (each region provides no less than one chaperone per nine students of the same gender per room.(  Also, please note that NO STUDENTS/CHAPTER MEMBERS WILL BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION (AND STAY OVERNIGHT) UNLESS THEY ARE ACCOMPANIED BY ONE OR MORE OF THEIR ADVISORS AND/OR A LOCAL BOARD OF EDUCATION APPROVED ADULT CHAPERONE REPRESENTING THE SCHOOL/CHAPTER. The practice of having an advisor from another chapter to assume responsibility is not acceptable.  In addition, the State Governing Body clarified its position by stating that the chaperones must be lodged with their assigned students, i.e., it is unacceptable for students to stay un-chaperoned in dorm lodging while the assigned chaperone stays in Holt Lodge. 
 (NOTE: The former policy was approved by the State FFA Governing Body on April 8, 1994 and the clarification was approved April 4, 2003.)  ONE FINAL NOTE - It should go without saying that shaving cream, squirt guns, fireworks, etc. are not appropriate at convention.  Inappropriate behavior may affect a chapter(s eligibility to attend future conventions.
 IV.
Parental Consent Forms
All students registering at the conference will need to produce two (2) completed (notarized) parental consent forms when registering.  We are requesting two (2) copies of the consent form for the following reasons:

(
The student will have a copy with him/her at all times.

(
Camp officials will have a copy of the student(s consent form on file in the event that such is needed (loss by student, etc.)

(
Time will not be needed to redistribute forms to the students before departure from camp (unless they are lost, in the event that an emergency occurs on the trip home).


A copy of the form is posted on the WV FFA website.
 V.
State Nominating Committee
In an effort to improve the state nominating committee, members of the nominating committee will again be selected in advance of the convention.  If your chapter will have a candidate for State FFA Office, you are not eligible to have a member on the committee. Members interested in serving on the nominating committee must complete a nominating committee application. Applications are available on the WV FFA website. The member should be an experienced leader, preferably someone who holds the state FFA degree, or will be receiving the degree at the state convention.  NOTE: This year(s nominating committee process will begin with dinner at 4 p.m. on Tuesday, July 7.  Supervision will be provided by state-staff on site.  Nominating committee members will be housed in Holt Lodge.

VI.
Ag-Ed Record Book and Scrapbook Contests 
The record book and scrapbook contests will be continued (with some changes) at the 2009 State FFA Convention.  Each high school chapter is eligible to enter one scrapbook and two record books (one traditional and one electronic) from each year: Ag 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Each middle school chapter is eligible to enter one scrapbook and two record books (one traditional and one electronic) from each year: 7th and 8th grade. Scrapbooks should be taken to Classroom 2 and record books are to be turned in during convention registration at the Curriculum Lab. 

VII.
Courtesy Corps
All state officer candidates will serve on the courtesy corps.  In order to assign responsibilities for this activity all state officer candidates will meet at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, July 8, in Classroom 1.  The courtesy corps will have full responsibility of the Assembly Hall throughout the convention.  Timothy VanReenen, past state FFA officer, will be in charge of the courtesy corps.

VIII.
FFA Quiz Bowl 
The written test portion of the quiz bowl and a preliminary round of the event will be held on Wednesday, July 8th at 3:00 p.m. in the Curriculum Lab meeting room. The twelfth annual quiz bowl finals will be conducted on Thursday, July 9th during the fourth session. Each middle school chapter having dues-paying members is eligible to field one team. All contestants must be dues-paying members from the middle school they represent.  Questions for the quiz bowl will be selected from the bank of questions submitted by teachers. Chapters fielding teams need to advise the state office by June 15.
IX.
Application for State FFA Office
All FFA members who are less than 21 years old who have received the State FFA Degree or who are qualified applicants for the State FFA Degree this year are eligible to apply for a state FFA office.  Several candidates are needed if we are to continue the excellent leadership that has been provided the State Association in the past by state FFA officers.

The member applying for state office must complete application and return it to the state office by July 1.  Candidates who submit their applications after the July 1 (postmark) date will be declared ineligible.  Arrangements will be made to assign these candidates to certain responsibilities during the state convention in order that the delegates may become better acquainted with them.  It is important that candidates plan to attend the entire convention. An application is posted on the WV FFA website.    
The test for state officer candidates for this year will consist of questions from the following sources:

Questions regarding FFA:   Current FFA Manual

Questions regarding Parliamentary Procedure:  Most current copy of Roberts( Rules of Order. 

Questions regarding Agriculture:   Current West Virginia Agriculture Statistics Booklet.  (Note: This book can be ordered free of charge through the West Virginia Department of Agriculture at 558-3708.)
NOTE: Please make state officer candidates aware of obligations which they will experience soon after convention.  The new state president and secretary should plan on attending the State Presidents( Conference in Washington, D.C. July 21-24  (transportation on their own) and the entire team is expected to attend Blast-Off at Cedar Lakes July 16-18 (transportation on their own) and the National Leadership Conference for State Officers (NLCSO) August 8-12, in Pennsylvania (transportation arranged).  If there are concerns regarding the obligations, please contact the state office before applying.

X.
Middle School Opening Ceremony CDE 
The preliminaries for the 1st annual Middle School Opening Ceremony CDE will be held on Wednesday, July 8th in the Craft House weaving room. The finals will be held in the Assembly Hall during the sixth session on Friday, July 10th.  Rules for the event will soon be posted on the WV FFA website. Each middle school chapter having dues-paying members is eligible to field one team. All contestants must be dues-paying members from the middle school they represent. Chapters fielding teams need to advise the state office by June 15.  
XI.
FFA Foundation Auction
The annual foundation auction will be held at the close of the session on Friday evening, July 10.  Chairman Bill West encourages chapters to bring items to ensure the continued success of the event

XII.
Proficiency Award Winners
Please note that all first place proficiency award winners should plan to meet Thursday, July 9, at 5:00 p.m., in the Assembly Hall for instructions.  This will be followed by a banquet for winners.  Any member and his/her parents planning to attend the banquet must be listed on the proficiency reservation form provided in a prior mailing to advisors of first place winners.  NOTE: Tickets will be provided to advisors to distribute to their guests (in advance or at the time they enter the dining hall).  Chapters will be assessed for all no-shows.  NOTE: Changes in reservations can be made until noon on Monday, July 6, by calling 304-372-7874.  The actual awards( presentation will take place during the 7:45 p.m. session.

XIII.
Agriscience Student and Teacher Recognition Programs
Applications for the Agriscience Student and Teacher Recognition Programs are due in the state office by June 15. Applications are available on the WV FFA website.
XIV.
Agriscience Fair 
The state FFA agriscience fair will again be held in conjunction with the 81st West Virginia FFA Convention.  Agriscience fair exhibits should be set up on Wednesday, July 8, in the Craft House weaving room.  Judging will take place on July 9.  If your chapter plans to exhibit, be sure to complete an entry form. Entry forms are available on the WV FFA website. Failure to submit a form will result in disqualification. For the state level agriscience fair this year there are many new categories available for participation. Check out the on-line entry form for more details.


XV.
Essay Contest

The Advisor Essay contest will be continued at the convention.  Students wishing to compete who are not attending the convention may submit their essay in advance to the state office.  The essay should address the topic of (What My Advisor Means To Me.( The essay is limited to a maximum of 200 words. 

XVI.   Job Interview CDE 
Information and application are on the WV FFA website.  There will be a phone interview component to the event this year. Applications are due to the state office by June 15.
XVII.
Foundation Scholarships
Winners of state and national FFA foundation scholarships will be introduced during the 1:15 p.m. session on Thursday, July 9.  A list of national winners is posted on the WV FFA website.
XVIII.
Prepared Public Speaking Manuscripts
Manuscripts from the regional winning prepared public speeches must be sent electronically to Dr. Deborah Boone at debby.boone@mail.wvu.edu  by June 15. Follow APA style manual for developing references and bibliography and be sure the pages of the manuscript are numbered.
XIX.
FFA Chorus


There will be a FFA Chorus at the 2009 State FFA Convention. A reservation form is posted on the WV FFA website. It is essential that the form be returned to the state office by June 15.

